[Poxviral immunomodulatory proteins as new therapeutics for immunocorrection].
There are numerous viral proteins known to date to modulate protective responses of their hosts. Representatives of the Poxviridae family have the greatest number of genes coding for proteins, inhibiting inflammatory responses, activities of interferons, regulating immune reactions and other protective mechanisms of macroorganisms, among viruses. This review regards poxviral immunomodulatory proteins--namely, complement-binding proteins, inhibitors of serine proteases, chemokine- and TNF-binding proteins --that were shown to be efficient therapeutics in various animal models of inflammatory and autoimmune diseases. The prospects of their usage in clinical practice for treating human inflammatory and autoimmune disorders are discussed.